
CAMDEN COUNTY LIBRARY COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
DATE: January 13, 2026 
 
LOCATION: M. Allan Vogelson Branch 
 
PRESENT: Suzanne Fox, Pat Abusi, Joseph Tortorelli, Robert Weil, Earl Davis, 
Charlene Burd, Linda Devlin. County Counsel: Brandon Hawkins. Staff: Jennifer Druce, 
Lauren Callahan, Antonella Kressel, Barbara DelPidio. 
 
The regular meeting of the Camden County Library Commission was held in compliance 
with Open Public Meeting Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 to 10:4-12. 
 
The Library Commission nominated Suzanne Fox for President and Patrick Abusi for 
Vice-President as the 2026 officers.  
 
Brandon Hawkins administered the oath of office to incoming President Suzanne Fox 
and Vice President Pat Abusi. 
 
Commissioner Fox presented a Proclamation to John Stefanick on his retirement. 
 
CLOSED SESSION: Commissioner Weil presented a motion to go into closed session, 
and it was seconded by Commissioner Abusi.  Resolution #001-26 approved closing the 
meeting to discuss personnel issues in accordance with C10:4-13 of. the Open Public 
Meetings Act was unanimously approved. 
 
Commissioner Abusi presented a motion to open the meeting to the public; the motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Tortorelli. The motion unanimously approved.  
 
MINUTES: Commissioner Weil presented a motion to accept the minutes for the 
December 2025 regular meeting; the motion was seconded by Commissioner Davis. 
Commissioner Tortorelli abstained. The regular minutes for December 2025 were 
approved. 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS: Commissioner Tortorelli presented a motion to accept the 
financial statements for November 2025; the motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Davis and Resolution #002-26, approving the financial statements for November 2025 
were unanimously approved. 
 
BILLS AND VOUCHERS: Commissioner Tortorelli presented a motion to accept the 
bills and vouchers for December 2025; the motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Davis and Resolution #003-26, approving the bills and vouchers for December 2025 
was unanimously approved. 
 



HUMAN RESOURCES REPORT: Commissioner Tortorelli presented a motion to 
accept the appointments and resignations for December 2025, the motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Davis and Resolution #004-26, approving the appointments 
and resignations for December 2025 was unanimously approved. 
 
DIRECTORS REPORT:  
 
Ms. Devlin announced that the library has a reciprocal borrowing agreement with 
Atlantic, Burlington and Gloucester County libraries.  Cardholders at these county 
libraries can get free cards at the Camden County Library and vice versa. The 
partnership increases access to library materials.  

Ms. Devlin announced that over 900 people attended the Noon Year’s Eve Celebration 
at the Vogelson Branch on December 31.  Ms. Devlin thanked Sarah Dziunycz, Head of 
Youth Services, her staff and other staff who pitched in to help make this program a 
success.  

Ms. Devlin presented the Commissioners with a review of the library’s accomplishments 
in 2025, highlighting services that were developed to help vulnerable and marginalized 
populations: 

• New in 2025, the “No Questions Asked” collection provides free books and other 
resources related to addiction, trauma, grief, and suicide. 

• New in 2025, the New Americans Corner at the Vogelson Branch offers 
information on citizenship, immigration and English as a Second Language 
tutoring. 

• New in 2025, Art for Adults with Disabilities is a class taught by the Mullica Art 
Center and is held at different branches each month. 

• New in 2025, the Baby Café at the Ferry Avenue Branch provides free one-on-
one lactation support in partnership with Cooper Rowan Medical School. 

• New in 2025, the Library’s Social Worker assists with helping residents obtain 
housing, building a resume, applying for SNAP benefits and utility assistance. 

• Personal Care Pantry continues to be a vital resource at all our branches. Nearly 
22,500 items such as socks, handwarmers, wipes, and period products were 
distributed to residents in need in 2025. 

• Children’s Summer Meals Program, in partnership with the Food Bank of South 
Jersey, continues to offer lunches and snacks to children at different branches. 

 
Shannon Danz, Adult Services Librarian at the Vogelson Branch presented the 
commissioners with Calm Bags, her 2025 “Just Do It!” mini grant project. These bags 
are for neurodivergent individuals of all ages and contain such items as headphones, 
fidgets, and other calming devices.  These bags are available at each branch and can 
be checked out for four hours at a time. 



 
Ms. Devlin announced that she is offering new “One Little Spark!” micro grants to staff 
for smaller purchases up to $100.00 that will further the library’s vision and goals. She 
will award up to 50 microgrants. 
 

Commissioner Abusi presented a motion to accept the Director’s Report; the motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Tortorelli and the Director’s Report was unanimously 
approved.  

 
CONTINUING BUSINESS: 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

Authorizing the Camden County Library System to Utilize the County Finance System: 
Commissioner Weil presented a motion to authorize the Camden County Library 
System to utilize the County finance system; Commissioner Abusi seconded the motion 
and Resolution #005-26 was unanimously approved. 

Delegating the Authority to Make Purchases and to Enter into Contracts Under $44,000 
to the Library Director: Commissioner Tortorelli presented a motion to approve 
delegating the authority to make purchases and enter into contracts under $44,000 to 
the Library Director; Commissioner Burd seconded the motion and Resolution #006-26 
was unanimously approved. 

Authorization to Sign Requisitions, Vouchers and Purchase Orders: Commissioner Burd 
presented a motion to approve authorization to sign Requisitions, vouchers and 
purchase orders; Commissioner Tortorelli seconded the motion and Resolution #007-26 
was unanimously approved. 

Add item of revenue and appropriation to the 2026 budget, $290.00: Commissioner 
Tortorelli presented a motion to add item of revenue and appropriation to the 2026 
budget, $290.00; Commissioner Burd seconded the motion. Resolution #008-26 was 
unanimously approved. 
 
Authorizing review and acceptance of the fiscal year 2024 audit report of Bowman & 
Company, LLP: Commissioner Davis presented a motion to authorize review and 
acceptance of the fiscal year 2024 audit report of Bowman & Company, LLP;  
Commissioner Tortorelli seconded the motion.  Resolution #09-26 was unanimously 
approved. 

OTHER COMMISSION BUSINESS:   

Commissioners Abusi, Weil and Fox will serve on the budget committee. 

PUBLIC PORTION: There was no public comment.   



 
ADJOURNMENT:   Commissioner Weil presented a motion to adjourn the meeting; 
Commissioner Tortorelli seconded the motion, and it was unanimous to adjourn the 
meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Linda A. Devlin, Director 
January 14, 2026 
 
 
                       

                                  January 14, 2026 

Certified by ______________________________   Date:     _________________    
            Linda A. Devlin, Director 


