CAMDEN COUNTY LIBRARY COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES

DATE: October 14, 2025
LOCATION: M. Allan Vogelson Branch

PRESENT: Debra Kendall, Patrick Abusi, Suzanne Fox, Robert Weil, Joseph Tortorelli,
Earl Davis, Charlene Burd, Linda Devlin. County Counsel: Brandon Hawkins. Staff:
Jennifer Druce, Antonella Kressel, Lauren Callahan, Barbara DelPidio.

The regular meeting of the Camden County Library Commission was held in compliance
with Open Public Meeting Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 to 10:4-12.

CLOSED SESSION: Commissioner Weil presented a motion to go into closed session,
and it was seconded by Commissioner Tortorelli. Resolution #82-25 approved closing
the meeting to discuss personnel issues in accordance with C10:4-13 of. the Open
Public Meetings Act was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Abusi presented a motion to open the meeting to the public; the motion
was seconded by Commissioner Fox. The motion unanimously approved.

MINUTES: Commissioner Davis presented a motion to accept the minutes for the
September 2025 regular meeting; the motion was seconded by Commissioner Weil.
The regular minutes for September 2025 were approved.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS: Commissioner Davis presented a motion to accept the
financial statements for August 2025; the motion was seconded by Commissioner Weil
and Resolution #83-25, approving the financial statements for August 2025 were
unanimously approved.

BILLS AND VOUCHERS: Commissioner Abusi presented a motion to accept the bills
and vouchers for September 2025; the motion was seconded by Commissioner
Tortorelli and Resolution #84-25, approving the bills and vouchers for September 2025
was unanimously approved.

HUMAN RESOURCES REPORT: Commissioner Fox presented a motion to accept the
appointments and resignations for September 2025, the motion was seconded by
Commissioner Tortorelli and Resolution #85-25, approving the appointments and
resignations for September 2025 was unanimously approved.

DIRECTORS REPORT:
Ms. Devlin announced that the Bellmawr Branch will reopen on Thursday evenings on

October 16" and the South County Branch will reopen on Thursday evenings on
November 6.



Ms. Devlin announced that October 5 through October 11 was Banned Books Week.
The annual event draws national attention to the harm of censorship and highlights the
value of free and open access to information. The American Library Association’s Office
for Intellectual Freedom documented 821 attempts to censor library books and
resources in 2024. 2,452 unique titles were targeted for removal from schools and
libraries. Titles representing the voices of LGBTQIA+ individuals and persons of color
were most often targeted in censorship attempts. The Commission was presented with
the 10 most challenged books of 2024.

Ms. Devlin announced that the M. Allan Vogelson Branch has a New Americans Corner
on the first floor which features materials on citizenship, immigration services, and
English as a Second Language and Literacy services.

Ms. Devlin announced that a second “No Questions Asked” collection was added at the
Nilsa Cruz Perez Branch. The first collection is at the Gloucester Township Branch.
The collections are discreetly placed, and contain books and other materials about
addiction, trauma, grief, mental health, and recovery. These materials are free and are
not checked out. Our goal is to provide anonymous, barrier free access to these
materials.

Ms. Devlin announced that several library documents and the service brochure have
been translated into Spanish, and staff who speak languages other than English,
including sign language, can wear special pins to identify themselves to patrons.

Ms. Devlin congratulated the following library staff whose projects received her annual
Just Do It! mini grants. The grants are a maximum of $1000 each for projects that
enhance the library’s mission and goals.
o Jensen Graham, Ferry Avenue Branch: Glowforge Aura Craft Laser Cutter
o Aaron Zegas, Ferry Avenue Branch: Teen podcasting and maker supplies
o Rosemary Johnson, Vogelson Branch: Enhanced world language print
collection
o Lisa Brandenburg, Gloucester Township Branch: Memory Café-scheduled
social gatherings for individuals living with dementia and their care
partners
o Christen Orbanus, Vogelson Branch: Adult craft cart and supplies
o Shannon Danz, Vogelson Branch: Calm bags (sensory backpacks) for in-
house use at all branches
o Jennifer Amariti, Bellmawr: Sewing machines and supplies
o Kelly Davenport, Vogelson Branch: More “No Questions Asked” materials
to enhance and expand this collection/service

Ms. Devlin announced that on a personal note, October 30" is her 30" anniversary
working for the Camden County Library System.



Ms. Devlin thanked her staff for their great work and announced that she was very
pleased that agreements were reached with both bargaining units listed on tonight’'s
agenda. She appreciates everyone’s commitment to reach a common ground.

Commissioner Fox presented a motion to accept the Director’'s Report; the motion was
seconded by Commissioner Weil and the Director’s Report was unanimously approved.

CONTINUING BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

AFSCME Local 1454 MOA and Bargaining Unit Agreement: Commissioner Tortorelli
presented a motion to authorize AFSCME Local 1454 MOA and Bargaining Unit

Agreement; Commissioner Weil seconded the motion and Resolution #86-25 was
unanimously approved.

AFSCME Local 2307A Bargaining Unit Agreement: Commissioner Tortorelli presented
a motion to authorize AFSCME Local 2307A Bargaining Unit Agreement; Commissioner
Weil seconded the motion and Resolution #87-25 was unanimously approved.

Reclassification, Graziano, Technical Assistant MIS to Senior Technician MIS:
Commissioner Fox presented a motion to authorize the reclassification, Graziano,
Technical Assistant MIS to Senior Technician MIS; Commissioner Tortorelli seconded
the motion and Resolution #88-25 was unanimously approved.

Pay to Play, Ingram Library Services, $91,000.00: Commissioner Abusi presented a
motion to authorize the Pay to Play, Ingram Library Services, $91,000.00;
Commissioner Fox seconded the motion and Resolution #89-25 was unanimously
approved

Authorizing 2024 State Aid Appropriation Transfers, $18,520.00: Commissioner Fox
presented a motion authorizing 2024 State Aid Appropriation Transfers, $18,520.00;
Commissioner Tortorelli seconded the motion and Resolution #90-25 was unanimously
approved.

OTHER COMMISSION BUSINESS: No Other Commission business.

Commissioner Fox presented a motion to move to the public portion of the meeting; the
motion was seconded by Commissioner Davis, and it was unanimously approved.

PUBLIC PORTION: Kelly Davenport, Head of Technical Services and Secretary for
AFSCME 1454 and Sarah Dziunycz, Head of Youth Services and member of AFSCME
2307A expressed their appreciation to the Library and Commission for being able to
negotiate their contracts. They both expressed their solidarity with CWA members who
will soon be negotiating their contract, which expires at the end of 2025.



ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Tortorelli presented a motion to adjourn the meeting;

Commissioner Davis seconded the motion, and it was unanimous to adjourn the
meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda A. Devlin, Director
October 15, 2025
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Certified by Date: _October 15, 2025
Linda A. Devlin, Director




