CAMDEN COUNTY LIBRARY COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES

DATE: November 18, 2025
LOCATION: M. Allan Vogelson Branch

PRESENT: Debra Kendall, Patrick Abusi, Joseph Tortorelli, Earl Davis, Robert Weil,
Linda Devlin. County Counsel: Brandon Hawkins. Staff: Jennifer Druce, Antonella
Kressel, Lauren Callahan, Barbara DelPidio.

The regular meeting of the Camden County Library Commission was held in compliance
with Open Public Meeting Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 to 10:4-12.

CLOSED SESSION: Commissioner Tortorelli presented a motion to go into closed
session, and it was seconded by Commissioner Davis. Resolution #91-25 approved
closing the meeting to discuss personnel issues in accordance with C10:4-13 of. the
Open Public Meetings Act was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Tortorelli presented a motion to open the meeting to the public; the
motion was seconded by Commissioner Davis. The motion unanimously approved.

MINUTES: Commissioner Davis presented a motion to accept the minutes for the
October 2025 regular meeting; the motion was seconded by Commissioner Tortorelli.
The regular minutes for October 2025 were approved.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS: Commissioner Davis presented a motion to accept the
financial statements for September 2025; the motion was seconded by Commissioner
Tortorelli and Resolution #92-25, approving the financial statements for September
2025 were unanimously approved.

BILLS AND VOUCHERS: Commissioner Abusi presented a motion to accept the bills
and vouchers for October 2025; the motion was seconded by Commissioner Tortorelli
and Resolution #93-25, approving the bills and vouchers for October 2025 was
unanimously approved.

HUMAN RESOURCES REPORT: Commissioner Davis presented a motion to accept
the appointments and resignations for October 2025, the motion was seconded by
Commissioner Tortorelli and Resolution #94-25, approving the appointments and
resignations for October 2025 was unanimously approved.

DIRECTORS REPORT:
Ms. Devlin announced that the Library was very busy in October: over 57,000 patrons

visited eight branches and over 2,400 people attended programs and classes.
Highlights in October were Halloween themed programming, including a Halloween



story time, costume parade, and trick or treat at the Vogelson Branch, which County
Commissioner Jennifer Fleisher attended.

Ms. Devlin announced that the Library is recognizing Native American Heritage Month
in November with hands-on programs such as Lenape clay coil pots and basketweaving
as well as children’s programs that feature songs, stories, and traditions of native
peoples.

Ms. Devlin spoke about two newer programs that she is especially proud of. First, a
Memory Café will be held on the 3™ Thursday of the month at the Gloucester Township
Branch. The Memory Café is a social and supportive event for individuals experiencing
early-stage dementia, mild memory loss, or mild cognitive impairment and their families,
friends, and caretakers.

The second program she spoke about was Art for Adults with Disabilities classes, which
are held on the second Monday of each month at various branches. Participants and
caregivers explore a variety of media, including watercolor, clay, and pastels at each
class.

Ms. Devlin recognized her staff for their continued hard work and dedication. She
remarked that they have developed some amazing services that further the library’s
vision, exemplify the library’s core values, and demonstrate commitment to serving
everyone in our communities.

Commissioner Davis presented a motion to accept the Director’s Report; the motion
was seconded by Commissioner Tortorelli, and the Director’'s Report was unanimously
approved.

CONTINUING BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

Present: Commissioner Weil

New Jersey Freedom to Read Act (ltems A, B, and C will be presented as a block vote)

The NJ Freedom to Read Act was signed into law on December 9, 2024, and it will be in
force effective December 9, 2025. The Act:

e Protects intellectual freedom and prevents censorship in public libraries

e Ensures that library materials are not removed based on personal opinions

e Requires libraries to adopt standardized policies that establish criteria for
material selection and removal

¢ Requires libraries to adopt standardized policies and procedures to respond to
material challenges



e Provides protections/immunity to library staff

The following Library’s policies and procedures have been updated to comply with the
act:

Revision, Collection Development Policy, COL-1:

Revision, Challenged Materials Policy, COL-3:

Revision, Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials Form:

Commissioner Davis presented a motion to authorize the revision, Collection
Development Policy, COL-1, the revision, Challenged Materials Policy, COL-3 and the
revision, Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials Form; Commissioner
Tortorelli seconded the motion and Resolutions #95-25 and Resolution #96-25 were
unanimously approved.

Revision, Programming Policy, CUS-7: Commissioner Davis presented a motion to
authorize the revision, Programming Policy, CUS-7; Commissioner Tortorelli seconded
the motion and Resolution #97-25 was unanimously approved.

Temporary Reclassification, E. Winslow: Commissioner Davis presented a motion
authorizing the temporary reclassification, E. Winslow; Commissioner Tortorelli
seconded the motion and Resolution #98-25 was unanimously approved.

2026 Holidays and Closings: Commissioner Davis presented a motion authorizing the
2026 Holidays and Closings; Commissioner Tortorelli seconded the motion and
Resolution #99-25 was unanimously approved.

2026 Library Commission Meeting Dates: Commissioner Davis presented a motion
authorizing the 2026 Library Commission Meeting Dates; Commissioner Tortorelli
seconded the motion and Resolution #100-25 was unanimously approved.

Recommendation for Hire, Librarian 4, Branch Manager, South County Regional Branch
Library, J. Schellinger: Commissioner Abusi presented a motion authorizing the
recommendation for hire, Librarian 4, Branch Manager, South County Regional Branch
Library, J. Schellinger; Commissioner Tortorelli seconded the motion and Resolution
#101-25 was unanimously approved.

Reciprocal Borrowing Agreement, Pilot, Gloucester County Library: Commissioner
Davis presented a motion authorizing the Reciprocal Borrowing Agreement, Pilot,
Gloucester County Library; Commissioner Tortorelli seconded the motion and
Resolution #102-25 was unanimously approved.

Change custodian of change funds at the Haddon Township Branch from Christina
Sirianni to Ashley Mitchell: Commissioner Davis presented a motion authorizing to




change the custodian of change funds at the Haddon Township Branch from Christina
Sirianni to Ashley Mitchell; Commissioner Tortorelli seconded the motion and
Resolution #103-25 was unanimously approved.

Change custodian of change petty cash at the Haddon Township Branch from Christina
Sirianni to Ashley Mitchell: Commissioner Davis presented a motion authorizing to
change the custodian of petty cash at the Haddon Township Branch from Christina
Sirianni to Ashley Mitchell; Commissioner Tortorelli seconded the motion and
Resolution #104-25 was unanimously approved.

Change custodian of change funds at the South County Branch from Tina Eckenroth to
Jennifer Druce: Commissioner Davis presented a motion authorizing to change the
custodian of change funds at the South County Branch from Tina Eckenroth to Jennifer
Druce; Commissioner Abusi seconded the motion and Resolution #105-25 was
unanimously approved.

Change custodian of change petty cash at the South County Branch from Tina
Eckenroth to Jennifer Druce: Commissioner Davis presented a motion authorizing to
change the custodian of petty cash at the South County Branch from Tina Eckenroth to
Jennifer Druce; Commissioner Tortorelli seconded the motion and Resolution #106-25
was unanimously approved.

Authorizing budgetary transfers in the 2025 current fund, $16,350.00: Commissioner
Davis presented a motion authorizing the budgetary transfers in the 2025 current fund,
$16,350.00; Commissioner Tortorelli seconded the motion and Resolution #107-25 was
unanimously approved.

Authorizing an award of contract, SHI International Corp (NJ Cooperative Purchasing
Alliance Contract #CK04), $62,618.12: Commissioner Weil presented a motion
authorizing an award of contract, SHI International Corp (NJ Cooperative Purchasing
Alliance Contract #CK04), $62,618.12; Commissioner Tortorelli seconded the motion
and Resolution #108-25 was unanimously approved.

Add item of revenue and appropriation to the 2026 Operating Budget (Per Capita State
Aid), $175,553.00: Commissioner Abusi presented a motion authorizing to add item of
revenue and appropriation to the 2026 Operating Budget (Per Capita State Aid),
$175,553.00; Commissioner Davis seconded the motion and Resolution #109-25 was
unanimously approved.

Add item of revenue and appropriation to the 2025 Literacy Budget, $160,000.00:
Commissioner Davis presented a motion authorizing to add item of revenue and
appropriation to the 2025 Literacy Budget, $160,000.00 (NJ DOL grant); Commissioner
Tortorelli seconded the motion and Resolution #110-25 was unanimously approved.

OTHER COMMISSION BUSINESS: No other Commission business.



Commissioner Davis presented a motion to move to the public portion of the meeting;
the motion was seconded by Commissioner Weil, and it was unanimously approved.

PUBLIC PORTION:
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Weil presented a motion to adjourn the meeting;

Commissioner Davis seconded the motion, and it was unanimous to adjourn the
meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda A. Devlin, Director
November 19, 2025
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Certified by Date:
Linda A. Devlin, Director

November 19t 2025




